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HIGH INTEREST RATES CURB
BUILDING OF MARRIED STUDENT
HOUSING AT UNIVERSITY

MISSOULA-High interest rates may keep the University of Montana, Missoula, from building more
married student housing, though the need for housing increases every year, according to
James A. Brown, UM student facilities coordinator.
Brown said twice the number of married students turned away in 1968 will be turned
away this fall because of inadequate housing.

Fifty couples could not be accommodated

last year, he said.
Additional housing facilities are not being planned because of high interest rates
on loans the university would require to buy bonds.

Under a Montana statute, UM may borrow

money up to a six percent interest rate, yet rates for building have sky-rocketed to 8^-9^
per cent, Paul J. Chumrau, manager of Missoula First Federal Savings and Loan, said.
What started the accelerated need for married student housing at the University of
Montana?
Getting married before receiving a bachelor's degree was unthinkable before World War
II*

The depression of the 1930s made it difficult for a single student to work his way

through college.
June 22, 1944, Congress passed the GI Bill of Rights, which provided virtually free
education for "any person who served in the active military or naval forces on or after
Sept. 16, 1940,prior to the termination of hostilities" in the war.
The act was limited to men and women who were 25 or younger when they entered tl*.
scivice.

They were considered to have had their educations impeded, delayed, interrupted

interfered with when they entered the military.
more
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Board and room, tuition, books and other expenses were

paid up to $500 per academic

year by the federal government.
When the war ended, thousands of veterans descended on America's universities and
colleges.

Many students came already married or with plans for marriage in the near future.

In small cities, such as Missoula, there were adequate rentals available for townspeople,
but rental property for married students was practically nonexistent, according to William
J. Fox, of Fox, Balias and Barrow Architects, Missoula.

Fox's firm designed Elliott Village,

UM's most recent married student housing.
In a larger city, he said, couples could find housing off-campus.
University administrators across the nation viewed the housing shortage as a temporary
reaction to the GI Bill.

They transported barracks and other housing facilities from

military bases to take care of the "temporary" need.
UM brought in what was termed "strip housing" and a huge dormitory, Jumbo Hall. The
the
latter stood at/ southwest c o m e r of campus where Craig Hall, a men's dormitory, now stands.
The "strips" were drab one-story buildings south of the campus by the university golf
course where Elliott Village is located.

They were burned in 1966 after being classed as

unsafe and unsanitary for many years.
Because of the GI Bill and rapid progress in many fields, many college graduates re
turned to the campuses with their families for further study.
The married student trend continued!
During the last decade, corporations and businesses found a need to send workers back
to school to keep up with progress.

These people, like the graduate students, brought

their families with them.
The problem of providing adequate married student housing has been compounded since
the children of the "baby boom" era following World War II have come to the campuses.

Many

of these students are being married as undergraduates and need housing for their families.
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HIGH INTEREST RATES CURB--3--

The University of Montana reacted to the influx of married students by building Craig
head and Sisson apartments in 1956.

The complex, which includes 120 apartments and a

community hall, is located southeast of the campus.

The buildings were designed by Witwer

Price Architects, Missoula.
"This was," S.R. Witwer said, "the first time any building was designed specifically
to house married students."

The two three-story buildings were built to resemble two

crosses when viewed from above, thus giving them the nickname, "the X's."

The apartments

offered play areas for children and front and back doors leading to balconies.
UM s latest attempt to supply housing, Elliott Village, was completed in 1966.
vs

It

designed, according to Fox, to accommodate students who manage their affairs independently

while going to college.
He said, "This concept of building is different from that of paternal dormitories,
such as Jumbo Hall, which were in vogue following World War II and multi-story systems
present on many campuses."

Elliott Village was designed around independent young couples

and their 0- to 5-year-old children, he said.
' It is easier to chase children out the back door than down many flights of stairs,
us in multi-story apartment buildings," the architect noted.
Each family residing in the apartments has cable television and controls its own
utilities and telephone.

Other housing projects on other campuses, Fox said, have access

to these facilities, but they are centrally controlled.
A stipulation that his firm followed in designing the complex was that they must be
pleasing enough to attract faculty and non-students if married students failed to fill
every unit.
But, Keith T. Larson, UM family housing manager, said, the number of married students
increases every year, making it improbable that additional couples will be necessary to
fill the village.
Instead, married student housing is already in greater demand than can be met today.
•
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With inflation acting to raise interest rates, building plans cannot be made and married
students face a housing dilemma.
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